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Between the years of 1820 - 1850, Greenfield was an
active part of the Underground Railroad becausts of
location on a line between Ripley, Ohio (on the®hi
River) and Columbus, Ohio. A great number of estgpi
slaves crossed the Ohio River at Ripley, where John
Rankin and his family helped many on their way to
freedom. These slaves traveled northward through
Columbus and on to Lake Erie and then to freedom in
Canada.

Greenfield was also active in this movement duésttarge
population of Presbyterians. The Presbyterians $tetohg anti-
slavery beliefs. Religious leaders, such as RemugaCrothers in
Greenfield and Rev. James Dickey and Rev. HugheFfah in
South Salem, not only led their congregations fthenpulpit, but
also with their many writings and leadership in thienation of
the abolitionist societies in the area.

Paint Creek
Freedom
Trall

URR Routes

Greenfield was an important stop on the route thratfrom Ripley
through Hillsboro and Bloomingburg to Columbus. At
Greenfield, the freight could be shipped direatiyBloomingburg
or through South Salem and Frankfort. The routeriaias deter-
mined by where the slave catchers were active.

In the Rocky Springs area, located south of Gre&hfivere
Colonel Thomas Rodgers, Samuel Strain, Squire &Hillwilson
and James Douglass. They shipped through Greemdigddam
Wilson, west of Greenfield, or to South Salem. Adafilson
could ship east into Greenfield or north to the id&onner farm
and on to Ebenezer McElroy, Alexander Beatty, Rbber
Templeton or Hugh Ghormley. From these placesriigtt was
sent to Bloomingburg, South Salem or Frankfort.

Presented by the Greenfield Historical Society
with generous support from the
Ohio Department of Development
Governor’s Office of Appalachia

Adam Wilson kbpme
13505 State Route 28-It is said that here slaves were
hidden in the attic, hayloft, and fodder shocks.
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David Bommer Home —

427 Jefferson Street (4)

David Bonner was one of the earliest landowners i

Greenfield. The older section of this house wa#t bu

in 1839 with the front part being added later. One

Sunday while hiding slaves in the basement, Mr.

Bonner met some slave catchers near the town

square. He invited them home for breakfast after

which he insisted on holding church services. Whe
Bonner finally finished the last prayer and thesiadad left the
house, the hidden slaves were already safely anvlag to the
next station.

Abolition Societies

The Abolition Society of Paint Valley was formedrithg a
meeting held in Greenfield on April 24, 1830. Thixiety
covered the area, including Fayette, Highland, Rosis counties
with most meetings being held in Greenfield.

Many members of the Paint Valley group became adtivthe
newly formed Ohio Abolition Society in 1835. In #3he Ohio
society listed the Paint Valley group as the large©hio with
946 members. On August 6, 1836, the Abolition Syacié Paint
Valley disbanded. Immediately, the Greenfield ABkivery
Society was formed.

The new Greenfield society published several paetplagainst
slavery; many were written by Rev. Crothers. Thedafield
Group continued its meetings

until August 27, 1845, when the

last entry in the record book

stated that the members would

continue their work.

Smith Tanrery —

Jefferson Street (5)

Revolutionary War veteran, William Smith and his s8amuel,
built the Smith Tannery in 1821. It was used as the

family’s home with the tannery in the basement. Bhath family
were active members of the Abolition Society ofrP&alley and
continued their membership when it became the Gieddn
Anti-Slavery Society.

Samuel Smith’s sons went on to positions of promiee Samuel
Mitchell Smith became a teacher at and trustedasfifg Medical
College of Columbus, Ohio, and he was also the &urg@seneral
of Ohio during the Civil War. William Robinson Sinitvas a
civic and religious leader of Highland County analsvappointed
postmaster of Hillsboro by President Abraham Lincol



Avalloms18 short Dickey Avenue (6)

The name Avalon was given to the

dwelling by its builder and first

inhabitant, Col. Jacob Hyer, Commander

of Ohio’s 73rd Regiment, an Ohio

senator, and avid abolitionist. Built in
1858, the house soon became a stop along the Undeacy
Railroad.

Eliza Harris

There are many stories about Eliza of Uncle Tonabi@and
whether Harriet Beecher Stowe took a real stomyrite in her
book. The story goes that Eliza Harris and her andbGeorge,
escaped across the Ohio River in December 183Tnade their
way to Greenfield. There, they stayed in a barririzeBr. Milton
Dunlap’s house located at the northeast corneeférdon and
Washington. George was ill, so they stayed untildoaiperated.
In late winter, Eliza returned to Kentucky to bringr baby to
freedom. This is the well-known story of crossihg tce on the
river. There are conflicting stories about the;tspme say she
was reunited with George in Greenfield and theyenwaken to
Canada together. Others say she was transportad=ipley to
Indiana and then to Canada, where she met George.

Shorter Chaypet street (7)

The African Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized in Greenfield in 1840, and built a
log building near the corner of North and

Fifth Streets in 1843. In 1866, they bought the

Free Soil Presbyterian Church on the corner
of North and Second Streets. Most of the
members of the Free Soil congregation were
originally members of the First Presbyterian Chuiidie AME
Church was later renamed the Shorter AME Churdfoimor of
Bishop James A. Shorter. The building also sergea school
until 1888 when Greenfield became one of the foans in Ohio
to abandon segregation.

Samuel Rouse

Samuel Rouse settled in Greenfield and worked as a
Blacksmith. One day two Kentucky slave hunters vietewn

and recognized him. Knowing there was a rewardsamuel, they
grabbed him and took him before the court of Jastiright to
prove that he was property and must be returnégtmucky. The
courtroom was filled with community members and ynarore
were outside. Standing near the doorway was Oldé&am large,
muscular Negro. While papers were being preparachugl eased
toward the door and when signaled, darted betwesefetys of Old
Barney. Both Samuel and Barney disappeared asalaeic
outside surged toward the door to see what alktmemotion was
about. Samuel later was heard to be in Canadd.B&iney
continued to live in Greenfield.

Augustus West amd tine
West Settlement (8)

Augustus West was born in 1814 in

Madison County, Virginia. His father was a slalvat his mother

was a free woman thus Augustus was also free.

On arriving in Ohio, he worked in Fayette Countgt far from

Greenfield, and made friends with Alexander Beétityme
pictured at lef(9)). West convinced Beatty
to take him south and sell him as a breeding
slave. Then at an agreed upon time, Beatty
would return and help him escape. They did
this at least three times and split the money.

Alexander Beatty was born in 1797 and settled yeEa County,
just north of Greenfield. He was a member of thistRJnited
Presbyterian Church in Greenfield

and was station keeper on the

Underground Railroad in the area.

West used his money to purchase
fifty-five acres of wooded land,
which he cleared, divided into two
sections and sold for more than he
paid for it. He then bought 177
acres, cleared the land and built a
large house of walnut he called the
“Mansion” while the lane leading to
the house was called “Abolition

Lane”.

After the Civil War, West took in six
families that were former slaves.
Cabins were built on his land along
with a schoolhouse. When members
of the community died, they were
buried in a cemetery on the land.
Nothing is left to show of Augustus
West's efforts
except for an Ohio
Historical Society plaque erected at the entrance

to the Greenfield Cemetery on North Washington

Street.

Old Presbyterian QhRxeds - @it on the site of

the original church. Samuel Crothers, leader inGheenfield
Anti-Slavery Society and Ohio Anti-Slavery Societyas minister
for 35 years.

Old Burying Groundanydicreenfield's early

residents are buried here including Samuel Crotlixasid
Bonner and Ebenezer McElroy along with various mensiof
their families.

Frederick Douglass

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey, a slave

born in Maryland, escaped to freedom in
Massachusetts, where he changed his name to
Frederick Douglass. There he became known

as a strong anti-slavery speaker and was invited

on the American Anti Slavery Society’s

Hundred Convention speaking tour through the Midwes

While in Indiana on the tour in 1844, he was attatcky a mob
and his hand was broken. On his return througlo Ote stopped
in Greenfield and stayed with Dr. Milton Dunlap veleohome sat
on the northeast corner of Washington and Jeffersoii854,
Dunlap built the beautiful house that still stadsthe northeast
corner of South Washington and Pine Streets.

While in Greenfield, Douglass

addressed several churches on the

slavery issue. Greenfield
residents were so impressed with
him that they gave him a riding
horse and saddle as a parting gift.
Frederick Douglass went on to
become a very influential
advocate of the abolition of
slavery in the United States.

Southame AcAdansm:

corner of Wilson Moon Way
and Main Street, South Salem.
(10).

Founded in 1842 by Rev. Hugh Fullerton, the South
Salem Academy prepared students for university
study. Fullerton was strong in his

anti-slavery opinions.

Travellers Rests. McArthur Way (1) —1812 — Built
by Noble Crawford on the old College Township Raad,
provided travelers with food and lodging. Origigain the
northeast corner of Jefferson and Second stréetasimoved to
the present site in 1972 to make way for a gastait is now
owned by the Greenfield Historical Society andsedias a
museum, research library and meeting rooms.

EBbhemezer M ckney -

Barrett Road (11) Ebenezer

McElroy (1791-1845) often rode

northward on his gray mare over the

back roads. At a safe distance,

several black fugitives followed

discreetly. McElroy would stop at a

friendly house and would be back home before dark.

His son, Thomas, took over at Ebenezer’s
death. In one incident, described later by
his brother, John, Thomas rode fifteen
miles and back one night to deliver a
fugitive safely. Upon returning home at
daybreak, he found the wife of the fugitive
he had just delivered. After breakfast, the
woman was dressed in the clothing of
Thomas's wife, loaded on her horse and
escorted in broad daylight to rejoin her
husband.

In 1896, John McElroy described the arrival of skaat his
father’s house!The “Coming” Of fugatives was something
exciting at our house. We would be waked in thatrily the
barking of dogs. Then probably a window sash atréar of the
house would be heard “rattling” by the striking Withe “edge”
of the hand against the bottom rail. To the inguhWho's
there?” the answer would be “Friends”. Then theadavould
open and in would come Carey Wilson or Irwin Brqaks
Thomas Rodgers, or Uncle David Ghormley, with froma to six
fugatives. A lunch would be set and heartily eat€he
conductors would say goodbye, the passengers vieuitisposed
of for the night — in a spare bedroom, in the Garo

possibly in the barn, and then we would sleep umditning.”

One story tells of Peter Dent, a freed slave, whe lgading seven
escaped slaves and decided to spend the wintee McElroy
home. In late winter, slave hunters passed outlthifi& offering a
$500 reward for the capture of Dent. Rev. Samuett@rs of the
Presbyterian Church rode out of

town to visit one of his parishners

and secretly warn them. The

fugitives were hauled out under the

cover of darkness.

Abraham Dearr state

Route 28 (12)- Built by the Dean

family and added to later, this house is thoughitaee had a
tunnel from the basement leading out to the fields.

Caldwell Houseq{&39)wer Twin Road- next to the
Caldwell Covered Bridge, last covered bridge ins&0sunty. It
is said that slaves were hidden in a space undest#irs.



