
Page 1 of 5 
 

Chillicothe Gazette 

Tuesday January 2, 1894, page 1 

 

LILIES AND ROSES 
 

The New Year’s Reception Tendered Greenfield’s Four Hundred By Mr. and 

Mrs. E. L. McClain 
 

A DREAM OF FAIR WOMEN 
 

Over One Hundred People Were Present to Testify Their Friendship For 

the Host and Charming Hostess – The Gowns Were Beautiful But Not 

More so Than Those Who Wore Them – A Few of the Most Striking 

Costumes Described – The Interior Decorations of Palms, Ferns, Smilax 

and Cut Flowers – The Elegant Home Transformed Into a Dreamland of 

Beauty. 

 
The evening of New Year’s day is always the appointed time for fetes, and receptions, and society 

functions, but a good many New Year’s days have passed since an affair as elaborate and well arranged as 

the one given by Mr. and Mrs. E. L. McClain, 

 at Greenfield, last evening, has taken place. 

 

Since the invitations were issued ten days ago, it has been expected that the occasion would be one truly 

regal, but it surpassed even such expectations.  Mr. and Mrs. McClain’s beautiful home, with bric a brac 

and rare works of art, secured on the continent, and breathing the refinement and good taste of a typical 

American home, was the ideal place for such an affair.  When it was decorated with smilax, palms, ferns, 

lilies and roses it was a veritable fairy land of delight. 

 

The reception hour had been set for eight o’clock, but, as usual, the guests did not begin to arrive until 

about half past eight.  The hostess looked queenly in her gown of pale sea foam, green crepe with tinsel 

gauze trimmings.  Diamonds sparkled  at throat and wrist, and a bouquet of stately Marechal Neil roses 

trembled on her breast.  Miss Nellie McClain assisted in receiving.  She was attired in a beautiful gown of 

pale blue silk, trimmed with gauze.  Mrs. W. P. McClain, in a gown of black satin and lace, and Miss Etta 

Hoyt, of Hillsboro, in a gown of pale blue crepe trimmed with rare lace, were also present to assist in 

receiving. 

 

By nine o’clock, the spacious parlors of the house were beginning to hum with conversation and 

merriment, and an hour later the rooms were filled with a gay and brilliant throng.  Most of the gentlemen 

were in evening dress.  It is quite impossible to mention all the beautiful gowns that were worn, but a few 

of the  most striking should not be passed by unnoticed. 

 

Miss Roma Robinson’s queenly beauty was enhanced by a gown of white silk, with flounces of gray 

gauze; Miss Olive Claire Wilson, a bewitching blond, was charming in pink silk and dainty lace; Miss 

Lena Bush was becomingly gowned in white silk; Miss Carrie Startsman, a perfect brunette, wore a 

costume of pale blue silk, with a bouquet of narcissi at her breast; Miss Madge Wilson was charming in a 

costume of blue silk and gauze; Miss Nell Young wore a tasty gown of white crepe with chiffon 
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trimming; Mrs. Vedie Gerken wore the colors of the House of Nassau, a gown of orange satin and black 

lace, with jewel passamenterie and diamond ornaments; Mrs. Frederick Southward was attired in rich 

black satin, with cut jet trimmings and diamonds; Mrs. Dr. William H. Willson wore a beautiful gown of 

black satin, with rare black lace and cut jet trimmings; 

Mrs. John M. Waddell wore black velvet with diamond ornaments; Mrs. Henry L. Dickey wore a regal 

toilet of black satin and rare lace; Mrs. Lawrence Heiskell was gowned in heavy white corded silk and 

Duchesse lace, with diamond ornaments; Mrs. Edward H. Miller was majestic in heavy black corded silk 

and diamond ornaments; Mrs. William H. Meyers, a charming young matron, was still more charming in 

a gown of yellow satin and black lace; Mrs. Samuel Devoss looked exceedingly sweet in tan bengelene 

and green velvet trimmings, with diamond ornaments; Mrs. Fay Baldwin wore a gown of green satin with 

black lace trimmings and diamonds; Miss Louise M. Dunlap was most charming in black satin and a 

corsage bouquet of Marechal Neil roses; Mrs. C. W. Price was becomingly gowned in old rose satin with 

black lace and diamond ornaments; Mrs. Austin Boden wore a gown of pale green satin;  and Mrs. 

Burgess Watt was a beautiful combination of lavender satin and black lace. 

 

There was some choice music rendered during the evening, among those who took part in it being Miss 

Barrett of Cincinnati, a lady of rare vocal powers; Prof. Ralph Price of Denver, Colo., and Mr. John 

Boggess of Greenfield. 

 

Prof. Pettl Satalia, the famous harpist, of Dayton, who had been engaged for the evening, was delayed a 

couple of hours, but when he did arrive he amply repaid the guests for the delay.  And bright eyes became 

brighter and red cheeks became redder as the moments flew by and the soft music of the harp rose and fell 

and throbbed through the house. 

 

Just before eleven o’clock, refreshments of the daintiest description were served.  Watson & Reeder, the 

famous caterers of Cincinnati, superintended the supper, and their names are sufficient to show what kind 

of a repast it was.  

 

At eleven o’clock the dancing began.  Prof. Satalia furnishing the music.  The parlor floors had been 

covered with canvas for the occasion, and waltz followed waltz and deux temps, deux temps until three 

o’clock in the morning.  At half past one refreshments were served the dancers in the shape of Roman 

punch, ices and so on.  It was the most enjoyable and the most thoroughly well managed reception that 

has taken place in Greenfield in many a long day. 

 

The evening could not have been more perfect, and nearly everyone who was invited, made it a point to 

be present.  There were not more than eight or ten regrets in all, received.  Those who were present were 

the following: 

 

Greenfield 

Mr. Hugh Adams 

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Adams 

Mr. Earnest Allen 

Miss Mattie Anderson 

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Anderson 

Prof. John Arnott 

Mr. Frank Aushutz 

Miss Mary Aushutz 

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Boden 

Mr. and Mrs. Steward Boden 

Mr. John Boggess 

Miss Emma Bush 
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Miss Lena Bush 

Miss Jennie Chambers 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cleveland 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred M. Davies 

Hon. and Mrs. H. L. Dickey 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dickey 

Mr. and Mrs. James Doanes 

Mr. & Mrs. William Douglas 

Miss Kate Duncan 

Mr. Will Duncan 

Dr. Robert Dunlap 

Mr. and Mrs.  C. E. Eckert 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Fullerton 

Mrs. Vedie Gerken 

Mrs. M. Harper 

Mr. Joe Heidingsfeld 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Heiskell 

Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Irwin 

Hon. and Mrs. Harvie Irwin 

Miss Nelle James 

Miss Idella Langdon 

Mr. and Mrs. George Love 

Miss Mary Love  

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Lowe 

Mr. Albert Mackerley 

Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Mains 

Mr. and Mrs. Margaret McClain 

Miss Nelle Marie McClain 

Mr. John McGarraugh 

Mr. and Mrs. Oscar McGarraugh 

Mr. and Mrs. John Meyers 

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Meyers 

Mr. Edward G. Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Miller 

Mr. Dwight Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. R. H Miller 

Mr. Will Moehlenpage 

Miss Fannie Murray 

Mr. H. N. Newbeck 

Mr. Frank Norten 

Miss Mary Norten 

Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Parker 

Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Price 

Mr. Ralph Price 

Miss Addie Roten 

Mr. and Mrs. George Rucker 

Mr. Homer Sherrett 

Miss Cynthia Shoemaker 

Mr. James  Shoemaker 

Mr. John Strain 

Miss Katie Smart 
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Miss Mary Strain 

Miss Adelia Southward 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick M. Southward 

Miss Carrie Startsman 

Mr. Joe Story 

Miss Mary Story 

Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Waddell 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Waddell 

Mr. and Mrs. Burgess Watts 

Miss Olive Clare Willson 

Dr. and Mrs. William H. Willson 

Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Wilson 

Dr. & Mrs. Layton Wilson 

Miss Lizzie Wilson 

Miss Madge Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. P. A. Van Pelt 

Miss Nellie Young 

 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Barger 

Mr. Frank Boyd 

Mr. Ben Heidingsfeld 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Heidingsfeld 

Dr. H. J. Johnson 

Mr. A. E. McClain 

Mr. Ralph Southward 

 

Hillsboro, Ohio 

Mr. Aylette Fullerton 

Mr. Guy Kennedy 

Mr. Lyne Smith 

Judge and Mrs. J. Frank Wilson 

 

Columbus, Ohio 

Miss Louise M. Dunlap 

Mr. Ed Powell 

 

Other Ohio  

Dr, Horace Story, Dayton, Ohio 

Mr. Pete Adams, Highland, Ohio 

Mr. Will Yeazell, Springfield, Ohio 

Mr. Wilbur G. Smart, Chillicothe, Ohio  

 

Chicago, Illinois 

Miss L. Ardell Bowman 

Mrs. M. A. Bowman 

Mrs. Theadosia Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Smith 

 

Other States 

Dr. W. L. Galbreath, Lexington, Kentucky 
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Mr. and Mrs. Gorman Jones, Williamsburg, Kentucky 

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Southard, St. Louis, Missouri 

Dr. and Mrs. W. L. McCreary, Knoxville, Tennessee 

Dr. Will Robinson, Knoxville, Tennessee 

Mrs. Margaret Wilshire, Memphis, Tennessee 

Miss Maggie Wilshire, Memphis, Tennessee 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Dunlap, Eagle Pass, Texas 

Prof. A. B. Dunlap, Madison, Wisconsin 


